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Model	  Codes	  (i.e.,	  IFGC)	  Versus	  NaEonal	  
Standards	  (i.e.,	  NFPA	  52)	  

MODEL	  CODES	  
ü  Serve	  as	  Templates	  for	  State	  and	  

Local	  Codes	  
ü  Direct	  Adop/on,	  Modifica/on	  
ü  Building	  Official/Inspector	  

Enforcement	  
ü  Installa/on	  Approvals	  Based	  on	  

Lis/ng	  and	  Marking	  (e.g.,	  
appliances)	  

STANDARDS	  (i.e.,	  for	  Systems	  –	  HRAs/VRAs)	  
ü  Technical	  Documents	  Based	  on	  

Consensus	  Process	  (e.g.,	  ANSI)	  
ü  Adop/on	  	  Within	  Codes	  and/or	  Local	  

Enforcement	  
ü  Fire	  Official	  Enforcement	  
ü  Installa/on	  Approvals	  Based	  on	  Technical	  

Review	  to	  Standards	  Requirements	  
ü  Lis/ng	  and	  Marking	  Important	  but	  To	  

Some	  Degree	  Secondary	  to	  Standards	  
Requirements	  

Impacts/ImplicaEons:	  
§  Simplified	  Enforcement	  	  –	  

Service	  Marks	  
§  Less	  Risk	  of	  Local	  Code	  Barriers	  
§  More	  Opportuni/es	  for	  Mass	  

Market	  and	  Mul/ple	  Channels	  
	  
	  

Impacts/ImplicaEons:	  
§  Risks	  of	  Differences	  in	  Interpreta/on	  of	  

Requirements	  from	  Fire	  Officials	  
§  High	  Risk	  of	  Unique	  Local	  Requirements	  
§  Reduced	  Market	  Certainty	  and	  

Opportuni/es	  
	  
	  



Model	  Code	  AcEviEes:	  	  “ResidenEal	  Fueling	  
Appliances”	  (also	  “HRAs,”	  ”	  VRAs”)	  

•  Interna/onal	  Fuel	  Gas	  Code	  (IFGC)	  -‐-‐	  Interna/onal	  Code	  Council	  (ICC):	  	  
Proposals	  Heard	  by	  the	  Interna/onal	  Fire	  Code	  Commi_ee	  (IFC)	  –	  2015	  
Edi/on	  of	  IFGC	  

•  Single	  AGA	  Proposal:	  	  DeleEon	  of	  5	  scfm	  Limit	  for	  Home	  Refueling	  
Appliances	  

•  AGA	  Proposal	  (FG1-‐13)	  Heard	  April	  	  2013.	  	  	  Proposal	  Disapproved:	  	  	  (1)	  
Limit	  Originates	  in	  NFPA	  52,	  (2)	  IFGC	  Commi_ee	  Unwilling	  to	  Delete	  
Limita/on	  Based	  on	  Uncompleted	  Lis/ng	  Standard	  Ac/vity	  .	  	  No	  
TesEmony	  in	  Support	  

•  Proposed	  ModificaEon	  for	  FG1-‐13:	  	  Retain	  5	  scfm	  Limit	  for	  Indoor	  
Refueling;	  Delete	  for	  Outdoors.	  

	  

•  AGA	  Public	  Comment	  (FG1-‐13)	  on	  Modified	  Proposal	  Heard	  September	  
2013.	  Assembly	  Body	  Upholds	  IFC	  CommiZee	  AcEon	  by	  ~50	  Votes.	  	  No	  
TesEmony	  in	  Support.	  

	  	  



SituaEon	  on	  Model	  Code	  AcEviEes	  and	  
Possible	  Courses	  of	  AcEon	  

•  2015	  Na/onal	  Model	  Codes	  (IFGC):	  	  Opportuni/es	  for	  Further	  Ac/on	  
Closed	  

• NFPA	  52:	  	  Proposal	  Period	  Open.	  	  Proposals	  for	  2016	  EdiEon	  Due	  
January	  3,	  2014	  

• Minimum	  Response	  Recommenda/on:	  	  Aggressively	  Pursue	  NGV	  5.1	  
Standard	  Development	  to	  Cover	  All	  Relevant	  Technologies	  

• Model	  Code	  RecommendaEon	  1:	  	  In	  Near	  Term,	  Focus	  on	  State/Local	  
Amendments	  to	  IFGC	  2012	  or	  Earlier	  Adopted	  Edi/on.	  

• Model	  Code	  RecommendaEon	  2:	  	  Develop	  Partnerships	  with	  Key	  
Stakeholders.	  	  	  Example:	  	  Na/onal	  Associa/on	  of	  State	  Fire	  Marshals	  
(NASFM).	  



Ongoing	  AcEviEes	  

• NGV	  5.1	  Technical	  Subcommi_ee	  (TSC)	  Work	  
•  Drac	  Lis/ng	  Standard	  
•  Comments	  on	  NFPA	  52	  

• NFPA	  52	  –	  2016	  Input	  

• Other	  Poten/al	  	  Ac/vi/es	  Open	  for	  Discussion.	  
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The	  American	  Gas	  Associa/on,	  founded	  in	  1918,	  represents	  more	  than	  200	  local	  energy	  
companies	  that	  deliver	  clean	  natural	  gas	  throughout	  the	  United	  States.	  There	  are	  more	  
than	  71	  million	  residen/al,	  commercial	  and	  industrial	  natural	  gas	  customers	  in	  the	  United	  
States,	  of	  which	  92%	  —	  more	  than	  65	  million	  customers	  —	  receive	  their	  gas	  from	  AGA	  
members.	  Today,	  natural	  gas	  meets	  almost	  one-‐fourth	  of	  the	  United	  States’	  energy	  needs.	  

7	  

www.aga.org	  


